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Sunday Meeting  
11:00 am


Feb. 5: Larry Shaper, Morality, 
Liberty, and the Supreme 
Court. ZOOM.

Feb. 12: Dr. John Teehan, 
Secularism Under Siege: Is 
Darwin Safe? HYBRID.

Feb. 19: Rob Volpe, Empathy. 
ZOOM.

Feb. 26: Herb Lape & Alex 
Edwards-Bourdrez, The 

Braver Angels. HYBRID.


…………..

Mar. 5: Sarah C Maza, Racism 
and Universalism in 
Contemporary France. 
HYBRID.

Mar. 12: Anthony Marinello, 
Gardening. HYBRID.

Mar 19: Allison Briceno, 
Using Books for Justice and 
Humanizing Approaches. 
ZOOM.

Mar. 26: Liz Seegert, What’s 
age got to do with it? ZOOM.


…………….….

Colloquy on Zoom


	 Friday at 10 am

Entry at 9:45 am


The Ethical Humanist

Newsletter of  the Ethical Humanist Society of Long Island	
	 	 	        Create a Caring World  

“Be a Good Listener”


Hello Everyone,


It may be the dead of winter, but the life of our community and 
what it stands for is going strong. Our speakers have been 
interesting and thought provoking, Sunday’s music is always 
meaningful (thanks, Mel), and sharing milestones each week 
certainly develops our feelings of commonality.


In addition to this, in the past couple of months, many of our 
members have stepped forward to help out as well as making 
suggestions they’re willing to act upon themselves.


Not only that, in the past couple of months, more than one 
person has gone out of their way to lend a hand to someone in 
need. These acts of kindness tell me that the purpose of our 
group, which is to make the world a better place in any way we 
can, is alive and well (even in the dead of winter). Thank you all.


By the way, isn’t it great that February is the 
shortest month of the year?


Linda Napoli
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Please consider making a donation.

By contributing to the Ethical Humanist Society of Long Island, you are helping to maintain its mission


and purposes and the many programs and services it offers.

Visit the Give page on our website:


 https://www.ehsli.org/social-action/give/

EHSLI Board of Trustees

Linda Napoli, President


Susan Feifer, Vice President

Judy Rosemarin, Secretary

Wayne Outten, Treasurer


Richard DiCecio

Barbara Haber

Anitra Pavlico

Helene Rudin

Pat Spencer


Office Hours are 

Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from 9:30 - 2:30

Voice messages and emails are checked daily.

516-741-7304 or office@ehsli.org


https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001daRRBh5W6ccXlgn0TKCqb-TdpSCVpVQILwypaxfDCAatqUF0GfvrW2oqN6KY-3yN4LjgojTK520pMf8BJO3ZMkWvVW-JWWrN1FkHXoX1dWm8AscQNzQ5is80tTzpBp8TIPk7zDQUsDQ3ghuEcyO6gNs6E337_n85nBeCJuct6DM=&c=cIlHVXDajDMydSJ87_fdylmOmcTz7lDWEGR-UUFe3lIX-de6LvNvjA==&ch=SK2hgqPAgkEq6jNrCiuJbMfpUzmsqzSMyhinCzQPA2_6pXAQwlQpmw==
mailto:office@ehsli.org
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February, 2023


Traveling is a wonderful thing to do and I haven’t done 
enough. But this January I had the chance to get away for a 
week and a half in Costa Rica. It was always on my 
overflowing bucket list and the promise of doing nature 
hikes morning, noon and night was such an allure. What I 
found there was a tropical paradise with flowers blooming, 
morning rains and warm afternoons, fresh pineapple and 
gallo pinto (rice and beans) without end.


It was a Road Scholar trip, so the program was designed to immerse in the history, 
geography and culture of the country while admiring its beauty. There were guided tours 
and lectures every day. What I wanted was to discover the secret of Costa Rica’s success. 
Costa Rica is sometimes called the Switzerland of Central America because it is a little 
island of sanity surrounded by failed states. Why did Costa Rica succeed when the rest of 
Central America is crushed by corruption, violence, exploitation and poverty? 
Guatemala, El Salvador and Honduras make up a “Northern Triangle” of despair, as all 
three countries are among the poorest in the hemisphere. Nicaragua has a dictator from 
whom it cannot shake loose for nearly a half century.


	 In contrast, little Costa Rica has a “very high” Human Development Index score, 
meaning it has a developed health care system, longer life expectancy and invests more 
in education than most other countries in the world. It has had a stable democracy since 
1950 and it has no standing army. Since the 1990’s it devoted itself to nature restoration 
and sustainable ecotourism as an industry. At the same time, its biggest export is no 
longer bananas but rather medical equipment.


	 How did it manage to take a different path from its neighbors whose biggest 
exports are their own citizens as refugees? As best I could gather, there were key 
individuals who stood in key positions of influence at key junctures of history who chose 
the national interest over personal gain. The world is filled with tin-pot dictators who live 
to siphon off money for personal enrichment at everyone else’s expense. But here they 
speak of Generalissimo Thomas Guardia who actually abolished the death penalty in 

LEADER’S MESSAGE
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1877 and taxed the rich in order to invest in infrastructure – a railroad, principally. And 
they speak of José Figueres Ferrer who introduced a new constitution in 1949.


In a story that is eerily familiar to us, then-president Calderón was up for 
reelection. Seeing that he was losing, he declared the election a fraud, halted the vote 
count and declared himself the winner. Figueres, an out-of-favor politician living in exile, 
came back with a militia. In a 6 week civil war, he overthrew Calderón, and declared 
himself in charge. But, rather than establish himself as the next caudillo, Figueres had a 
new constitution drawn up that protected democracy, barred discrimination, gave 
women the vote and abolished the army. Then he quit – handing the keys to the one who 
really won the election. Later, he ran for president himself, served two terms and then 
retired, as he was supposed to. The practice of democracy continued ever since.


	 In a world of bad intentions and automatic weapons, the good of the people is 
often ignored and human rights are suppressed. But at crossroads of history decisions 
can be made by unlikely people upon whom the moment is thrust. Personal courage and 
vision can change the course of history.


	 In sorry, nearby Honduras, their last president was recently extradited to the US to 
face drug charges. A new president, Xiomara Castro, was just elected on whom big 
hopes are placed. Here is Honduras’s opportunity to leave their corruption behind. We 
will be watching and hoping that her program and her courage will be supported by the 
people.	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 


Dr. Richard Koral hosts Orientation to Ethical Humanism for new 
members, returning members and potential members. If you would like 

to attend, please contact Richard or Tina. 516-741-7304 or email: 
office@ehsli.org
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Caring Connection 

“Create a caring world" begins with us


If you or a member of our community is sick, experiencing loss, 

or celebrating a milestone, a birthday, let us know. 


Please connect with Ginger Hendler at caringconnection@ehsli.org 

email the office at: office@ehsli.org. or call 516-741-7304


The following members would be happy to receive a get well or 
thinking of you card 


Audrey Roberts —

Sholom Bentson Family Assisted Living, Rm 326 

730 Kay Ave, St Paul, MN 55102


Annie Tiss - (rehab)

Grand Pavillion

41 Main Avenue, Rockville Center, NY 11570


Lois Walker

Sunrise Senior Living

30 Forest Ave, Glen Cove, NY 11542


Donna Covello - (husband is ill, she recently had surgery)

77 Patterson Avenue

Hempstead, NY 11550


Toby Kemelor - (new member)

27010 Grand Central Parkway

Floral Park, NY 11005


January 26	 	 Elke Bluth

February 13	 	 Tina Keane

March 3	 	 Patricia Spencer


Welcome New Members:

Toby Kemelor and Robin Savitt

mailto:gbalizer2346@gmail.com
mailto:office@ehsli.org
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Feb. 12: Dr. John Teehan, Secularism Under Siege: Is Darwin Safe? 
HYBRID.


The last major legal challenge to the teaching of evolution in the public 
school system was the Kitzmiller v. Dover case in 2005. In that case, the 
court powerfully rebuked the claim that creation science deserved equal 
time in science classes, seemingly ending nearly 90 years of legal 
challenges to evolution in the schools.


However, today a series of Supreme Court decisions have created the most 
extensive protection of religious liberty claims in the nation’s history. Does 
this create an opening for renewed efforts to water down science 
education in the U.S.? Is Darwin safe under this Supreme Court?


Feb. 5: Larry Shaper: Morality, Liberty, and The Supreme Court. ZOOM.


To me, being moral means doing the right thing for the Community. One 
hopes that governments are moral…that they do what is right for the 
community.


Liberty is the ability to do what you want to do, and one hopes that 
governments will protect the liberty of the people.


I will review the cases leading up to two recent decisions of the Supreme 
Court, on abortion and on religion in public schools, to see if morality and 
liberty are faring well.


I graduated as a nuclear engineer, designed “high fidelity sound 
equipment, taught math and science at an Orthodox Jewish private school, 
worked at the Princeton Plasma Physics Laboratory, became a lawyer, 
worked as a public defender and in private practice, taught physics in high 
school, became a carpenter, and am now a designer for a construction 
company.
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While there may not be any current challenges to the teaching of 
evolution, it is important for those committed to Darwinian values of 
“intellectual bravery, perpetual curiosity, scientific thinking, and hunger for 
truth (DarwinDay.org)” to be aware of just how radically this Court has 
expanded the role of religion in society, and the threat this poses to the 
U.S. as a secular society.


Dr. John Teehan is Professor of Religion at Hofstra University, where he also 
teaches in the Department of Philosophy, and the Cognitive Science 
Program. His research focuses on an evolved cognitive scientific study of 
morality and religion and its philosophical implications. He is the author of 
In the Name of God: The Evolutionary Origins of Religious Ethics and 
Violence, as well as numerous articles on these topics. He also serves on 
the Advisory Board of the Center for Evolutionary Psychological Science, 
and the Editorial Board of the journal Evolutionary Psychological Science.

Feb. 19: Rob Volpe, Empathy. ZOOM.


Rob Volpe is a thought leader in the role of empathy in marketing and the 
workplace. As CEO of Ignite 360, he leads a team of insights, strategy, and 
creative professionals serving the world’s leading brands across a range of 
industries.


A graduate of Syracuse University’s S.I. Newhouse School of Public 
Communications, Rob has been studying empathy since 2010 when the 
University of Michigan study came out showcasing the empathy crisis.

Frustrated with the steep drop in empathy skills and the lack of solutions to 
help people reverse the decline, Rob Volpe set out to understand what 
people need to do in the moment of engagement in order to reach 
empathy.


The result of his work is The 5 Steps to Empathy, which he brought to life in 
the “thoughtful, funny and informative” new book Tell Me More About That: 
Solving the Empathy Crisis One Conversation at a Time.
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Feb. 26: Herb Lape & Alex Edwards-Bourdrez, Braver Angels: Patriotic 
Volunteers Bridging the Partisan Divide. HYBRID.


	 First formed by two concerned citizens in 2016, Braver Angels has 
grown into a nationwide bipartisan grassroots network of regional leaders 
and local alliances committed to reducing political polarization in the U.S. 
by bringing people together from across the divides in honest, respectful, 
and responsible dialogue. 


Herb Lape and Alex Edwards-Bourdrez, co-chairs of the organization’s Long 
Island Alliance, will explain how Braver Angels pursues depolarization with 
workshops, debates, structured discussions, and informative programs 
about hot-button issues. The undercurrent of every event is the active 
recognition of our common humanity.


Herb Lape, a graduate of Princeton University, is retired from teaching 
history and politics at Friends Academy, a Quaker affiliated independent 
school on Long Island’s north shore. His commitment to political 
peacemaking comes from his Quaker faith and his experience establishing 
a program in civil discourse across party lines. As a teacher, Herb created a 
community service program that exposed students to issues of poverty and 
compassionate justice. A resident of Huntington, Herb serves as president 
of Long Island Traditional Music. His family is politically diverse, which 
provides many opportunities to practice Braver Angels’ approaches to 
bridging the divide.

Alex Edwards-Bourdrez is retired from careers in secondary education 
(French and theater), public relations, and servicing adults with 
developmental disabilities. He holds an MA in French Literature from 
Middlebury College and a Public Relations Certificate from New York 
University. In retirement, Alex manages a local food pantry in Northport and 
holds leadership positions in his church. He facilitates a poetry workshop 

Watch past Sunday Talks on our YouTube Channel
Audio is still on our website under Home (scroll down to) 

“FeaturedTalks”: www.ehsli.org

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCn5MV2WveN0C0u9IyKXLPuQ
http://www.ehsli.org/
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WEEKLY MEETINGS 

SUNDAY PRESENTATIONS AT 11 AM


TUESDAY MEDITATION GROUP AT 11 AM

Join member Judy Rosemarin every Tuesday from 11 am - 12 pm 
for a weekly meditation on Zoom. Learn different ways to meditate 
and enjoy doing it with others. All are welcome to join.


If you would like to join us, please register by calling the office at: 
516-741-7304, or email office@ehsli.org and we will send you 
the Zoom link.


THURSDAY DIGITAL DISCUSSIONS AT 1 PM

On Thursdays at 1:00 p.m. we hold a digital discussion group with 
Leader Richard Koral on Zoom. The informal discussion will focus on 
the political, the social, life's practices, and the ethical choices we 
confront every day. People will have the opportunity to share.


https://zoom.us/j/377400022 
Meeting ID: 377 400 022


	 	 	          Phone in: (929) 436-2866 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THE PLACE
WHERE PEOPLE
MEET TO SEEK
THE HIGHEST
IS HOLY GROUND

SOME MEETINGS WILL BE HYBRID or  ALL ZOOM.  
CHECK THE WEEKLY EMAIL NOTICES!


Zoom Doors open at 10:30, meeting starts at 11:00.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87199821900


Meeting ID: 871 9982 1900

Or phone in at: 1(929) 436-2866


THIS ZOOM LINK will be the same every week. 

Click on the link or copy and paste to your browser.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87199821900
mailto:office@ehsli.org?subject=Meditation
https://zoom.us/j/377400022?fbclid=IwAR2nyP2Hh8t0xXQC0b6wr03-qgOx-ezKgfnOqB-HsQcY-9XYkOPD3AnC2uk
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MONTHLY MEETINGS

ETHICAL ISSUES IN OUR TIMES- FEB 2, 7 PM
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"Ethical Issues in Our Times" is held every month 


Join us in discussing this pressing social issue, in a discussion led by Dr. David Sprintzen, 
Emeritus Professor of Philosophy at Long Island University


To register, call the EHS office: 516-741-7304 or email: office@ehsli.org   or register via Meetup

To join Zoom Meeting click on the link or cut and paste to your web browser:


https://us02web.zoom.us/j/896985586

Doors will close at 7:10 PM


Question:“Why are we seeing the worldwide emergence of highly authoritarian regimes?”


For more than a decade, representative governments have been under attack across the world: 
from Orban in Hungary to Modi in India from Putin in Russia to Xi in China, from Trump in the US 
to Bolsonaro in Brazil, from Duarte in the Philippines to the generals in Myanmar, and across 
most of Africa. Are the causes the same? Can we make sense of why this is happening? What, if 
anything, can we do about it? Let’s explore this together.

Sign up for the weekly email notices to be informed of all of our activities and Zoom 
links. Email the office office@ehsli.org or call 516-741-7304.


Colloquy is:"a time of shared reflection and nurturing. It's an opportunity 
for people to meet in a small group, examine a particular aspect of life, 
explore and practice self-reflection. It is a structured meeting, including 
reflection and self-expression in a nonjudgmental, confidential 
atmosphere.”

If this is your first time attending please register by emailing the Ethical 
office or calling Arthur Dobrin at 516-997-8545.

mailto:office@ehsli.org
https://www.meetup.com/Ethical-Issues-in-Our-Times
mailto:office@ehsli.org?subject=Colloquy
mailto:office@ehsli.org?subject=Colloquy
mailto:office@ehsli.org
https://www.meetup.com/Ethical-Issues-in-Our-Times
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XaSwu1Ryuwwex8cUQar1q9OljhJOWLai5YDUvOWnjUN9F5Fp6xfjOzExXPeU6ON_r3_u6VGGQtSpXJ2jtZqClT24xezwg1s47pfExWMN8MY8JisnuYfZshDuJ1hTtaS05jDFnCKmqu2oj5B9Q4Et2InXxacyUW_S&c=2tTGLZid424rHn_SYl6OvtkTctn6qdFmQ09ylgfPPm5JSSfT2AN6gQ==&ch=uRmqtW5X9UIN6pf7KzZ70zBcInkcFYW_xWUgmojRhb-oa-x1nG9cVg==
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WOMEN'S GROUP - FRIDAY FEB 3, 7:15 pm


POETRY CIRCLE - FEB 27, 7 PM


BOOK DISCUSSION - FEB 28, 7 PM 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The EHSLI Women's Group is open to all our women members. On the first Friday of 
every month we discuss a topic of interest with time at the end to respond to others. 
Our Group is on Zoom from 7:15 to 9pm. The topic and the Zoom link is sent via 
email a week before group.

The Poetry Circle will be sharing poems on the season of 
Winter. This meeting is open to all. For information, contact 

Linda Napoli lindanapoli819@gmail.com


ZOOM LINK:https://zoom.us/j/95431912339

Meeting ID: 954 3191 2339

Dial in: +1 929 205 6099 US (New York)


Join Zoom Meeting: https://zoom.us/j/94635172847

Meeting ID: 946 3517 2847

Dial in: +1 929 205 6099 US (New York)


Please contact Linda Napoli at: 
 lindanapoli819@gmail.com for more info.


Set over the course of five decades, The Dutch House is a dark fairy 
tale about two smart people who cannot overcome their past. 
Despite every outward sign of success, Danny and Maeve are only 
truly comfortable when they’re together. Throughout their lives 
they return to the well-worn story of what they’ve lost with humor 
and rage. But when at last they’re forced to confront the people 
who left them behind, the relationship between an indulged 
brother and his ever-protective sister is finally tested..


https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001eNCiaM36LOgT5YfknE1Obak3uDy7d4BpcpLNCQ5eDKvuazndql2vD0by1fBQPZvjTha49hYvjbcBza3z94VVb1t8-q0E639XV5AOUVmztlrbepTmIzBzxeDFdshFyrgclnK3m4kGQTB70d7gg4op-3-429q4Tnf1&c=ZJaaLKGMDRFVVGBHRGI1oCDF6yryMiwkVwUYeMpN3rYgAvmr54Hoqg==&ch=rvok9TcpmuPWTI3JzEgaajshJAimjCT4gzplrWhRnTmCrX_cW9_hQg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001eNCiaM36LOgT5YfknE1Obak3uDy7d4BpcpLNCQ5eDKvuazndql2vD0by1fBQPZvjY59Vkj-gKIh_AFjdGAGDy7PZqzpO5muewypHgwipDniXr6Qz7rkPvIFJz2gugnzCjVE2okz8y2aVN5wf211cXROMSy2sQ-Qy&c=ZJaaLKGMDRFVVGBHRGI1oCDF6yryMiwkVwUYeMpN3rYgAvmr54Hoqg==&ch=rvok9TcpmuPWTI3JzEgaajshJAimjCT4gzplrWhRnTmCrX_cW9_hQg==
mailto:lindanapoli819@gmail.com
mailto:lindanapoli819@gmail.com
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Greetings from Kerala, India. 

	 Been roaming South India with my son and husband since December 27th and will 
return to NY on Jan 20th. Now we're in Silent Valley and staying in a home that is surrounded by 
rubber trees, which are being tapped, and coconut trees. Plus we have surprisingly good wifi 
access so I'm able to send out this message. Pics attached.

	 I hope everyone had a restorative holiday. Just wanted to put a date on the calendar for 
our next meeting so I'm sending out a doodle poll. (see below) Please fill out all the dates that 
work best for you.

	 David and I would like to discuss what we should focus on for the upcoming year and 
what you consider priorities. We have already started brainstorming some possibilities with 
Long Island Jobs with Justice regarding their projects focusing on workers' rights, legislative 
change and we hope Ani Halasz will be able to join us so she can share the specifics.

	 We should also discuss ways we can keep moving forward on our existing initiatives, 
such as gun safety, police reform, and NY Equity Agenda/public banking bill. Wondering if we 
can also figure out ways to unseat George Santos. I cannot believe he is representing my 
district. 

	 Please feel free to use this email thread to start brainstorming. If there is anyone else you 
want to share this email with any others EHSLI members so they can join us, please go ahead 
and forward.	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Best wishes, Sonia Arora


Please fill out as soon as you can so we can lock down a date and time.


https://doodle.com/meeting/participate/id/e08X8QLe


Tentative Agenda Items: 

- Collaborating with Long Island Jobs with Justice 

- Gun Safety 

- Equity Agenda 

- Police Reform (Daniel's Law is ready to be rolled out)

- George Santos 


https://doodle.com/meeting/participate/id/e08X8QLe
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Three Moms happily shopping for their children at the store at Ethical Friends of Children. 38 Old 
Country Road in Garden City, NY.

They found shoes, warm jackets, clothing, a stroller and more. All items are free thanks to generous 
contributions from our local communites' generosity.


Type to enter text

From Ginger Hendler:


Dear Friends,


I just signed the petition "George Santos Must Resign or Be Expelled" 
and wanted to ask if you could add your name too.


This campaign means a lot to me and the more support we can get 
behind it, the better chance we have of succeeding. You can read more 
and sign the petition here:


https://sign.moveon.org/petitions/george-santos-must-resign?
share=d938dc96-ef28-4437-a7db-304a20855a31&source=email-
share-button&utm_medium=&utm_source=email


Thank you!


https://sign.moveon.org/petitions/george-santos-must-resign?share=d938dc96-ef28-4437-a7db-304a20855a31&source=email-share-button&utm_medium=&utm_source=email
https://sign.moveon.org/petitions/george-santos-must-resign?share=d938dc96-ef28-4437-a7db-304a20855a31&source=email-share-button&utm_medium=&utm_source=email
https://sign.moveon.org/petitions/george-santos-must-resign?share=d938dc96-ef28-4437-a7db-304a20855a31&source=email-share-button&utm_medium=&utm_source=email
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Long-time EHSLI member Wayne Outten, Founding Partner of Outten & Golden LLP, has been 
awarded the New York State Bar Association (NYSBA) Labor and Employment Law Section's 
Lifetime Achievement Award! 


The award recognizes Wayne's significant and lasting contributions to the field of labor and 
employment law through his practice, writing, teaching, public service, and bar association 
activities; as well as his role in founding and building of Outten & Golden, the nation’s leading 
employee-side law firm. Wayne is only the fifth person to receive the award and the first 
recipient representing employees. 


CONGRATULATIONS WAYNE!!!


LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

WAYNE OUTTEN
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Click here to read the entire NEWSDAY article spotlighting our own ALICE SPRINTZEN:

https://facesoflongisland.newsday.com/syosset-artist-finds-inspiration-in-dumpsters-and-
flea-markets/

‘My work is an antidote to the wasteful, consumer-oriented 
direction of modern life. I don’t like to waste; I don’t like to 
throw things out.’

Faces of Long Island 
celebrates the 
uniqueness of 
everyday Long 
Islanders. In their own 
words, they tell us 
about their life 
experiences, 
challenges and 
triumphs. Newsday 
launched this social 
media journey into 
the human experience 
to shine a light on the 
diverse people of this 
wonderful place we 
call home.
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Let’s Get out There!!

By Susan Feifer

Fort Totten: Strolling, History and Bird watching


Located on the North Shore of Long Island, at the head of Little Neck Bay near the Throgs Neck 
bridge is a Civil War era fort and Army installation open to the public.  The original construction for 
the fort began in 1862 and was designed to defend the East River approach to New York Harbor. 
The initial design for the fort was drawn up by Robert E. Lee and allowed for four tiers of cannons 
facing the river. 


After the Civil War the fort was used for the development of underwater minefields and the site of 
the Engineer School of Application which was instrumental in developing coast defense elements. 
Most of the artillery was removed after World War I and the fort was used after America’s entry 
into WW1 as a training and mobilization site. During WWII Fort Totten was the headquarters for the 
anti-aircraft portion of the Eastern Defense Command and later home to the Army Air Defense 
Command. 


Today Fort Totten is no longer a Regular Army installation but has reopened as a public park with 
stunning views of the surrounding waters: Little Bay to the west, Long Island Sound to the north 
and Little Neck Bay to the east. During the winter months a large variety of migratory waterfowl 
can be observed. Most of the buildings are dilapidated but you can explore abandoned 
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fortifications and tunnel entrances. Most of the park is now used as a sports complex and NYPD 
and Coast Guard Training facility with waterside hiking trails for your enjoyment.


Visitors are able to plan their visit at the visitors’ center which includes a museum and maps for 
walking. Of considerable note is that some of the buildings are now designated as a New York City 
Historic district. The Fort Totten Officers Club known as “The Castle” and designed by Robert E. 
Lees is listed on the National Register of Historic Places.


Worth a Visit!


Susan Feifer
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February 2023  

Moms Demand Ac5on for Gun Sense in America/Long Island 

On Sunday, January 15, 2023, our Public Educa8on Team presented our “Be SMART for Kids” program 
to our ethical society.  It was truly profound!  The ques8ons and discussions were intui8ve and 
intelligent.  In addi8on, the “team” was so impressed with our ethical society.  (I was kvelling.)  

As a follow up to our talk, we would like as many people as possible to do their part by doing the “T is 
for Tell” part of the acronym.  We’d like for everyone to reach out to their local school districts and 
request that our “Be SMART Program” be included in staff mee8ngs, PTA mee8ngs and at Board 
mee8ngs.  It is fine if you don’t have children in the district.  You live there, you pay taxes, and you 
have the right to demand programs to make your local area safer.  It also is fine if someone else has 
already wriVen a leVer.  Mul8ple leVers can be sent to any given district. It will promote the urgency of 
this vital program.  You will have accomplished a huge task to reduce gun violence in America.  
Encourage your family and friends to do so as well. 

Someone had asked if I could look at the membership list and provide addresses for school districts.  
That is not feasible.  For example, my mailing address is Westbury.  You can not tell that my home 
school district is East Meadow.  Many people live in the town where their school district is located, but 
not everyone does and that makes it a difficult endeavor. 

I have asked Linda to put a copy of the “Parent Template” in the newsleVer.  Here is what you can do. 

1.  Go on the internet and look up your school district. All Long Island school districts are listed on 
line, including the addresses and emails of superintendents, principals and PTA groups. 

2. From the leVer in the newsleVer, you can “copy” and “paste” it into an email or a word 
document and send it by email or snail mail.  

3. Janet Goldstein, djagold@aol.com has her email address in the leVer, so please cc her when you 
send your leVer. She is the fearless leader of our team. If  you decide to  send it snail mail, 
please email her and tell her who you have contacted. 

4. If you have addi8onal ques8ons or concerns, please email me at lihumanist@gmail.com 

We have also presented to local libraries, senior centers and different religious organiza8ons.  No 
organiza8on is too big or two small for our message.  Most importantly:  If we can save one child or 
person’s life, we have the obliga5on to do so.  If anyone has addi8onal ques8ons, please contact Janet 
or me. 

Thank you for doing your part to reduce gun violence in America.   

I’d like to thank Arthur for presiding so calmly and reassuringly, Mel for the incredible song he found on 
the internet, Linda for always believing in me, and Tina, who talked me down off the cliff a few 8mes! 
PS:  The light breakfast was courtesy of Muriel Neufeld and Humanists of Long Island. 

FROM SHARON STANLEY: 

FOLLOW UP ACTION

BE SMART FOR KIDS
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School Superintendents 
School Board Members 
PTA 

Dear (Mr. Mrs. Ms.) __________: 

As a member of this school district, the horror of the senseless and violent 
shootings at St. Mary’s High School in St. Louis, Missouri, the University of 
Virginia, Charlottesville, Virginia, Club Q in Colorado Springs, Colorado, 
and from Walmart in Chesapeake, Virginia has pushed me to action. I am 
reaching out to you to request you hold a meeting with Janet Goldstein, the 
contact person for Long Island.  

Be SMART is a non-partisan program designed to take action to promote 
responsible gun ownership and reduce child gun deaths. The campaign 
focuses on education and awareness about child gun deaths and secure 
gun storage. The 20-minute presentation also helps to normalize 
conversations about firearm ownership of others when a child is in their 
homes. The Long Island chapter offers free presentations which have 
already been shared with both teacher and parent organizations across the 
Island in both Nassau and Suffolk County districts. As adults, it is our 
responsibility to keep our children safe. https://besmartforkids.org/ 

We send our children to school every day, putting their lives in your hands. I 
would be able to connect you with the Public Education/Be Smart lead for 
Long Island, Janet Goldstein (djagold@aol.com) to discuss further and see 
how this presentation can be implemented in our school district. I’ve cc’d 
her on this email to help introduce both of you. 

Thank you. 

FOLLOW UP TO BE SMART FOR KIDS:

SAMPLE LETTER FOR YOUR SCHOOL BOARDS
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The Ethical Humanist Society of Long Island is a welcoming home for people who think that 
nothing should be more important to people than people. If you value independent thought, 
stimulating presentations, a celebration of both science and the arts, the education of youth in the 
ideals of humanism, and a community of friends who work to create social change, you will find 
what you’re looking for with us


Contacts

38 Old Country Road  

Garden City, NY 11530 
516-741-7304 

www.ehsli.org


Leader: Richard Koral

Office Manager: Tina Keane  

office@ehsli.org 
Newsletter Editor: Linda Joe


Programs

Sunday morning meetings begin at 11:00 a.m. for approximately one hour.  A blend of music, 
poetry, meditation and an informative presentation, our Sunday mornings are the centerpiece of our 
week. Every talk is recorded.  Go to http://www.ehsli.org/resources/archives/talks/

Colloquy is a time of shared reflection and nurturing. It’s an opportunity for people to meet in a 
small group, examine a particular aspect of life, explore and practice self-reflection.

YES (Youth of Ethical Societies) is for teens aged 13 to 18.

Humanists of Long Island is the name of The Ethical Humanist Society of Long Island's chapter 
of the American Humanist Association.Find them on Facebook at Humanists of Long Island.

Commemoration Sunday is our first meeting of each new year when we renew our core values of 
freedom, justice, dignity and compassion.

Ethical Friends of Children assists more than 2,500 children each year by providing them with 
clothing and infant furniture at no cost. Please contact director Jim LoPresti at EFOC@ehsli.org if 
you’d like to help.

Affordable Office Space for Rent:
We have great office space available for long term leasing by non-profit organizations. Reasonable 
rates. Ample free parking and a short walk from the Nassau County Seat and the Mineola LIRR 
train


The Ethical Humanist Society of Long Island is a member society of the American Ethical Union and a 
Chapter of the American Humanist Association.


http://www.ehsli.org/resources/archives/talks/
https://www.facebook.com/humanistsoflongisland/
mailto:EFOC@ehsli.org
http://www.ehsli.org
mailto:office@ehsli.org?subject=Monthly%20Newsletter
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Create a Caring World

The Ethical Humanist Society of Long Island

38 Old Country Road

Garden City, NY 11530
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	WEEKLY MEETINGS
	SUNDAY PRESENTATIONS AT 11 AM
	TUESDAY MEDITATION GROUP AT 11 AM
	THURSDAY DIGITAL DISCUSSIONS AT 1 PM
	FRIDAY COLLOQUY 10 AM

	MONTHLY MEETINGS
	ETHICAL ISSUES IN OUR TIMES- FEB 2, 7 PM
	WOMEN'S GROUP - FRIDAY FEB 3, 7:15 pm
	POETRY CIRCLE - FEB 27, 7 PM
	BOOK DISCUSSION - FEB 28, 7 PM

	Announcements:
	LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
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