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4 Ethical Humanist Society of Long Island

oo gad. k Welcoming Humanist Commurity

President’s Message

“There is a time to Celebrate and a time to
Roll Up Our Sleeves”

What a wonderful day at the end year celebration on June 23rd!

| counted nearly 50 members enjoying being with each other while sharing a
scrumptious buffet. It also happened that Susan Feifer, Judy Rosemarin, Pat Spencer and
Linda Napoli rolled up their sleeves and implemented a wonderful program centered
around the theme:

Past - Present - and - Future.

Linda Napoli focused our attention on how VIBRANT our society is - providing
examples of our programs and activities such as: the Social Action Group, and our
diverse array of interesting clubs and fund raisers. We also welcomed several members
into our society, most of whom are attending practically every week and participating in
our varied activities. Welcome!

Arthur Dobrin reminded us that both he and the Ethical Humanist Society are
RESILIENT. Both having survived the tumultuous years during the late 60’s and early 70’s.
After the Brunch, Richard Koral redirected our attention to the Future and

reminded us how we are moving into a world of change which will present challenges as
great as those the Society has faced in its past. As long as our Ethical Society will be there for
future generations it will remain a sanctuary for Humanists and a home base for caring
people who will stand up for what is right and good.
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| would like to add that our society is part of a family of 20 other societies, the American
Ethical Union (AEU), and they are working to forge ahead with issues of Equity, Inclusion and
Cultural Changes.

Finally, | spoke about creating a common mission for the next year which for me
includes: Gratitude, Engagement and Thoughtfulness.

GRATITUDE towards those who brought us to where we are, toward those who
currently lead us, and to those who will lead us into the FUTURE.

| consider my role as encouraging and facilitating more ENGAGEMENT and for
members to have opportunities to initiate and participate in the process.

| envision three definitions for THOUGHTFULNESS. One, to throw
out the challenge for us to be intellectually open to and to be stimulated by
new ideas. Two, to invite you to examine your and the society's purpose
(mission-vision) as a member of the Ethical Humanist movement. And third
to do these things in a way that encourages participation and respect.

Rich DiCecio
Incoming Board President

Hello Everyone,

As | step down from the presidency, | look back on the past three years and
see a lot of growth and development in our community including a number of
new members who are already taking part. We've continued to have an excellent
roster of inspiring speakers, many of them suggested by our members.
Attendance and involvement have been increasing and hopefully will continue as
plans are made for the Fall.

| will continue to be involved in various activities including a
Summer Sunday on July 14th inviting people to bring in a favorite poem
to share. Hope to see you there.

And thank you for being such a great group! Stay cool!

Linda Napoli
Outgoing Board President
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Sunday Presentations at 11 am

April 7,2024

Richard Koral

Spring Festival: What Does
Spring Mean to You?

April 14,2024

Louise Jett

Let's Tackle Loneliness
One Friendship at a Time.

April 21,2024
Mel Haber
A Man and His Music.

April 28,2024

Dorcas Kiptoo & Arthur
Dobrin

How 'Why We Tell Stories'
Came About: The Story
Behind the Book.

May 5, 2024

Richard Koral

Founder's Day: Ethical
Culture History followed by
Founder’s Day Lunch:
Honoring Lorraine Zeller-
Agostino.

May 12,2024

David Sprintzen

What Do We Believe? And
How Shall We Promote It?

May 19, 2024

Russell Neufeld
Prosecutorial Misconduct -
Past, Present and Future.

May 26, 2024

Elke Bluth

What Would You Do? An
Ethical Dilemma.

June 2, 2024
Hugh Taft-Morales
Our Golden Rule.

June 9, 2024

Gershon Baskin

The Best Path to Getting the
Israeli Hostages Home and
Ending the War in Gaza.

June 16, 2024

Arthur Dobrin

Lessons I've Learned From
The Places I've Been.

June 23, 2024

Arthur Dobrin & Richard
Koral

The Year End Celebration
Brunch.

June 30, 2024

Dr. Christopher Harris
All-Societies American
Ethical Union: Standing Up
to Book Banning.

We welcome suggestions for speakers and especially invite
our members to speak on a topic of interest to them during
our more casual Sundays in the summer. Please speak to Pat
Spencer if you would like to participate!!
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LEADERS MESSAGE

Some people seem to have a lot of friends, and others seem to be more
reserved and remain satisfied to just stick with the old friends they’ve relied
on forever. That got me to thinking about who my friends are? We certainly
need friends — those people who we feel really know us and accept us for the
strange and silly creatures we secretly are. So, what’s my stable of friends?

Friendships seem to shake out into categories. There are the situational
friends — those whom you find yourself with at work and with whom you
need to collaborate. Your relationship usually lasts as long as the job does.
But it can still be fulfilling while the circumstances keep you together.

Then there are the casual friends — the ones who know you at the deli or the diner that you
frequent. Or, the mechanic who doesn’t charge you for a tow because he knows you’re a regular customer.
There are neighbors who you wave to and chat with from time to time, but don’t really know. Fellow
classmates whose acquaintance wanes as the semester ends.

There are people with whom you have a brief but intense relationship with. Think of a business
partner or the one you’ve been held hostage with for a year by terrorists. Not that it’s actually happened to
me, but several experiences kinda felt like that. | remember with fondness my partners in torment.

| have several friends who | don’t hear from for years on end but then, when we meet, it’s as if we
never parted. We relate as if our friendship is current and fresh and resilient enough for another decade-
long separation. And, then there are those few whom | can call at any time and know there’s an attentive
presence there.

There is something special about the friends we make in an Ethical Society. When we join an
intentional community like this, we do it because we already found in it a commonality of interests and
concerns. We agree to work together and collaborate on projects and campaigns where we share a mission.
We meet regularly and while some of our acquaintances can be casual, there is an opportunity to engage
more intently and cultivate connections that are deep and enduring.

| hope no one would find the experience a torment, but sometimes managing any organization —
even an Ethical Society — can be a tedium. Hopefully, people are encouraged not to be overly frustrated by
the details of organizing. The collaboration can breed a “band of brothers and sisters” solidarity, too.

So, | think about all that | found in the Ethical Societies I've been involved with and the truly
wonderful people I've met. | never lacked for friendship or an ear to turn to or a willing companion since |
joined.

Dr. Richard Koral
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Board of Trustees

Richard DiCecio, President
Susan Feifer, Vice President
Helene Rudin, Secretary
Wayne Outten, Treasurer
Lorraine Agostino
Elayne Gersten
Judy Rosemarin
Pat Spencer
William "Spence" Spencer

ENGAGE WITH EHSLI ON SOCIAL MEDIA:

Stay up to date with EHSLI, and help increase our social media presence.
Follow, like, engage, share and let’s start growing our community.

NEW! Follow us on Instagram (@ehs.li):
https://www.instagram.com/ehs.li/

Follow us on Facebook and leave a comment on our posts
https://www.facebook.com/LIEthical

SUBSCRIBE to our YouTube Channel:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCn5MV2WveNOCOuSlyKXLPuQ

0 0@

YouTube

REVIEW positively on our Google business listing:
https://g.page/r/CXsKhkcGtMkzEBO/review

Q)

Please consider making a donation.
By contributing to the Ethical Humanist Society of Long Island, you are helping to maintain its mission
and purposes and the many programs and services it offers.
Visit the Give page on our website:
https://www.ehsli.org/social-action/qive/
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EHSLI 2024 Summer Speaker Schedule

DATE NAME TOPIC MEETING FORMAT
July 7 Elayne Gersten What Would You Do? Zoom Meeting Only
July 14 Linda Napoli Share Your Favorite Poem In-person Only Meeting
July 22 David Israel TBD Hybrid Meeting
July 28 Colloquy Group: | On Forgiveness: A Colloquy Experience | Hybrid Meeting

Duffy Spencer
Rich DiCecio
Ginger Handler
Elayne Gersten
August 4 David Alexander | Speaking about Tai Chi Chuan Hybrid Meeting
August 11 Duffy Spencer So What Do You Know About Hybrid Meeting
Relationships?

August 18 Steven Seiden TBD Hybrid Meeting
August 25 Frank Miller Small | My journey to become a "Preserving Hybrid Meeting
Democracy Activist."

September1 | Rich DiCecio TBD Hybrid Meeting

Thank you to all of our members who volunteered to
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FROM SUSAN FEIFER
FRONT OFFICE CHANGES!.

After two highly productive and effective years as our Office Manager Tina Keane, decided
to convert to a part-time role at the Society. She made this change in order to focus on her
health and spend more time with her family.

Tina began to work 5 hours a week dedicated to the many required bookkeeping tasks that
support the Society. She has continued to support the Board’s Finance Committee and
remains a valuable member of our Society.

At the end of December 2023, the HR committee consisting of Susan Feifer, Joan Beder and
Patricia Spencer interviewed a number of qualified candidates. Board President Linda Napoli
and Tina were included in the selection of the final two candidates. Ultimately the position
was offered to Beth Taboh. Beth had worked in various capacities involving not for profit
work, fundraising, grant writing and marketing, in addition to being passionate about social
action projects.

Beth started on January 29, 2024 working on site Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday. She
began at a time when the society had numerous events and fundraisers going on and with
Tina’s assistance, she quickly became familiar with all the members, committees, renters
and routines. Bravo Beth!

Beth is coming up on her 6th month anniversary at The Ethical Society and we are happy to
have her as part of our community.

Caring Connection
"Create a caring world" begins with us

Members of our Caring Connection make calls, pay visits, send
cards, and check in on members who may be ill or haven't been to
the Society for a while. Members are working to make this
happen, but cannot do it alone. Everyone's help and involvement
is needed. As Ethical Humanists, we all play a role - it's a core part
of who we are. If you or a member of our community is sick,
experiencing loss, or celebrating a milestone, a birthday, let us
know.

Please connect with Ginger Hendler at caringconnection@ehsli.org or email the office at:
office@ehsli.org. Or call 516-741-7304 and leave a message. Someone will get back to you.
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WEEKLY MEETINGS

LET’S TAI CHI!
o

/ Taichi for Arthritis & Falls Prevention (TCAFP)
With Lorraine Zeller-Agostino
l \ Sunday Mornings - In Person

9:30 am -10:30 am

MEDITATION GROUP
Tuesday mornings
11:00 am - 12:00 pm

Weekly on Zoom

From beginners to seasoned practitioners
All are welcome

Discussion Group

¢

SN with Leader Richard Koral
' 4 TUESDAY EVENINGS
7:30-8:30 PM
Weekly on Zoom

Shared Personal Reflections in a

Small Group Setting CO L I_O Q UY

Friday morning 10 AM
Weekly on Zoom

EHSLI » 38 Old Country Road ¢ Garden City, NY 11530 8
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MONTHLY MEETINGS

Practical Ethics with Leader Richard Koral
Second Monday
2:00 PM on Zoom.

Reading a notable short story and discussing the ethical
issues it raises. Sign up to receive the links to readings
and discussion each month.

BOOK CLUB
Third Monday

P ;
7:00 PM on Zoom =

Hosted by Linda Napoli. New titles for discussion
are chosen each month. Sign up to join the group.

E} o POETRY CIRCLE
‘J"'ﬂ'@‘“{e Fourth Monday
7:00 PM on Zoom

Hosted by Linda Napoli. New titles for discussion are
chosen each month. It is open to all who love poetry.

EHVING NEW GROUP:

RANNDA The Preserving Democracy Reading Grou
DENIOCRAGY @ Democracy Reading Group

This monthly, hour-long group will read and discuss short books,
chapters of books, and articles about the current state of our democracy and the growing threat
of fascism, to deepen our knowledge and increase our awareness. Readings will be sent through
email or, if books, will be available at libraries or through Amazon.
The group is open to all.
If you'd like to join please notify Irank by email: fmillersmall@optonline.net.
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SOCIAL ACTION

| TRANS WOMEN
Y AR[WDMEN

On Sunday June 29th Ken and Susan Feifer joined with Arlo Fleischer of The Nassau
Chapter of the ACLU and Juli Grey-Owens of Gender Equality New York to protest the recent
Nassau County legislation banning transgender women and girls participation in organized
sports at all Nassau County facilities.

This discrimination by the government based on a person’s ethnicity, national origin,
age, disability, and sex — including their sexual orientation, gender identity, and gender
expression is at the heart of the Equal Rights Amendment (ERA) that will be on the ballot in
New York State this November. Representatives of the ACLU Nassau Chapter will be at the
Society on August 11th to discuss the importance of the ERA and how we can all work towards
its passage.

Ryan Capone coordinated the EHSLI EHSLI members Jim LoPresti, David
Vegan FoodDrive to benefit the and Alice Sprintzen, Steve Seiden,
Community Solidarity Food Bank of Karen Bartsch in Albany lobbying for
Hempstead in June 2024. public banking in May 2024

EHSLI ¢ 38 Old Country Road ¢ Garden City, NY 11530 10
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New Hour Year 4 was a Huge Success

The EHSLI community came together to support our neighbors at New Hour for the fourth
year in a row. Supported by a grant from The Weill Social Action Fund and the generous
donations of our members we were able to fill 75 Dignity bags with self care items and gift
cards for previously incarcerated women returning home. Several of our members delivered
the bags out to The New Hour Campus in Brentwood and met with the staff and
participants. It is always a special reunion for all of us involved! Susan & Helene
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NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION ONLY TO APPLY
More Info Call: 516-741-7304

Great office spaces available Old Country Rd, Garden City, for long term leasing, separately
or both together.

Available are: two individual offices (230 sq ft each)

A conference room for meetings up to 50 people

Large auditorium that can be used for larger events

Reasonable rates

Ample free parking

Short walk from the Nassau County Seat, Winthrop University Hospital and the Mineola
train station.

EHSLI ¢ 38 Old Country Road ¢ Garden City, NY 11530 12
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

MUSIC FOR SUMMER PROGRAMS
Mel Haber

To those of you who are presenting programs during this summer, | regret to tell you that
| won't be choosing music to go with the summer programs. As | have done for the past few
years, | am taking a vacation from programming music during July and August. When our new
season begins again in September, I'll once again be choosing music. Have a great summer
everybody!

OUR TIMES COFFEEHOUSE
Alice and Dave Sprintzen

After 4 years and 2 months in suspension
initially occasioned by the onset of Covid, we
were able to resume the Our Times Coffeehouse
in early May before a packed house with an
exciting performance by Christine Lavin.

The Coffeehouse began in 1990 at the
Ethical Society, and had operated continuously
with performances 9 times each year ever since
until Covid. We have brought some of America’s
best folk singers here, including Tom Chapin, Bill
Staines, Pat Humphreys, and two sold out
performances of the music of Phil Ochs.

The Coffeehouse Committee is entirely
volunteer, and more volunteers are welcome. We were finally able to resume operations due to
our good fortune in obtaining two exceptional new volunteers, our Artistic Director, Stu Markus,
and our Audio Engineer, Richard Parr.

While the concerts always take a vacation in the Summer, we plan on recommencing in
the Fall with performances on the first Friday evening of each month with the exception of
December.

Doors will open at 7pm, Open Mike performances begin at 7:30, and the main act begins
at 8:30. We hope to see you there.

EHSLI ¢ 38 Old Country Road ¢ Garden City, NY 11530 13
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BUILDING UPDATES
Will Spencer AKA Spence

| am the new building chairperson and was asked by the board to assess the building.
First, we have completed the repair of a pipe in the basement that was leaking and replaced an
expansion tank. We saved money by doing both at one time. Since our building is our main
source of income, it should look presentable to attack renters and others.

| have walked around the building with Jim LoPesti and Rich DeCecio.We will bring
an assessment of our prioritize needs to the board. I'm now in the process of getting estimates
for our downstairs windows. (They are in poor repair.) as well as two additional security cameras.

COME JOIN IN A FUN GAME OF SCATTERGORIES
Led by Lyn Dobrin

We play this on-line word game the second and fourth Wednesday evening of each
month, starting at 7:30.

Scattergories is a multi-player word game where the objective is to earn the most points
by making a list of words that all begin with the same letter. You get a point by having a word
which no one else has. There is a variation of the game, which we also play called Scattergories
Categories.

It's easy to learn and will be explained when we meet on-line. To sign up, send an email
to office@ehsli.org

THE RED HOT MAMAS
Helene Rudin

My dance group, The Red Hot Mamas, had a very busy spring season performing all
over Long Island. Our summer performance will be in Heckscher Park in Huntington on Sunday,
August 4 at 7:00. We will be performing with other dance groups who are a part of the Long
Island Dance Consortium.

This show is part of the Summer Arts Festival. It will be a beautiful night of dance. Hope
to see you there.

EHSLI ¢ 38 Old Country Road ¢ Garden City, NY 11530 14
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Arthur Dobrin’s Tell Me Where You've )

Been explores identity politics and the

role art plays in persanal lives. e e
Lena and Junius reunite after three !

decades as they reckon with their diverse 5

mcgranaa she wierinas ne 4 YWNIE@FE YOU’ve Been
r

Arthur Dobrin  World through peetry and politics while
he is immersed in music and meditation.

As Lena comes to grips with her Jewish roots and Junius
explores his African American heritage, they attempt to
forge a life of beauty and love in their final years.

What Others Say

“I thought [the writing] was somewhat, ‘genius’ at times.
It is a style comparable to jazz music, characterized by
impravising, copated rhythms with a strang emphasis
on individual expressions and virtuosity.” — Eric Byas.

“Twas in suspense by the way the author toggled from the
present to the past. the blending of historical events and
characters, which at times caused me to forget this was
fiction. This was a riveting page-turner with plot twists
that kept me reading until the end.” — Vasco Figueira.

ueag aA,nNoj aIaypA O lIeL

“Tell Me Where You've Been is a powerful reflection on
how people treat music, literature and especially people.
1 enjoyed it greatly.” — Brian Benavides.
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Congratulations to EHSLI youth group
alumni Ryan Dobrin!

Ryan is Associate Director of Merrily We
Roll Along, which won a Tony Award for
best revival of a musical. He is holding
the Tony of (and being kissed by)
Jonathan Groff who won the award for
Best Lead Actor in a Musical.
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Memories

From Susan Feifer:

This popped up on our phone today. It was in 2009.
We had a vow renewal ceremony at the society for anybody
who is married over 25 years. These are such sweet memories
and please note David Harmon in the background (he did the
ceremony. )

A vow renewal is celebratory ceremony during which a
married couple reaffirms their commitment to one another. a
vow renewal is a heartfelt way to celebrate your love and
reaffirm the promises you made to each other when you first
said "l do."

Natasha and Noah Brenner

Amy & Ivo Antoniazzi, Lorraine & JerryAbrams, Muriel & Ken Schwartzman, Irma & Al Zeiger,
Sue and Ken Feifer
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Lorraine Abrams, a former long time
member of the society died on Friday June
7.2024 in Florida from leukemia. She was
92 years old. Condolence cards may be
sent to:

Steve and Phyllis Abrams

264 Burgundy Ave #F

Delray Beach, Fla. 33484

‘Welcome gentle reader,

1 am writing to give you the latest news aboul your lown.

1 am your dear friend, Gingerella

‘Peace and loving kindness are ways of being a better more caring peraon,
Maybe you have heard of me and the caring connection,

But you may have questions.

‘What is that, you ask. 1t is a way lo let others know how much you care about
them.

‘Perhapas you could call them up on a telephone or maybe send them a card. You
could buy a card or perhaps make a card. Either would be appreciated. If
aomeone i3 sick and unable to go oul or in the hospilal, it is very special to receive
a card. 1t's quite simple. 1t's not enough to think about it,but doing something is
much better.

Tet me tell you a few things about what 1 have learned.

1 have nothing to fear. 1 am Gingerella, the Tearless. Did 1 bring this peace with
me?

1 wonder where 1 am. 1 am content with floating and making new discoveries.1
am on an adventure.T am an explorer, a peace warrior-.

Maybe one day 7 will become a teacher

#l world teacher of peace and loving kindness.

Won't you join me on this journey? Please hold my hand, There is nothing to fear.
1 promize.

From Ginger Hendler

EHSLI ¢ 38 Old Country Road ¢ Garden City, NY 11530

17



Spring 2024 Volume 75, No. 02

CELEBRATION GARDEN NEWS
SPRING INTO SUMMER! 2024

Our native plants loved the wet, cool spring this year (as did the weeds) and the proof is in the
flourishing flora and fauna!

APRIL saw a small crew of gardeners, Stacy, Vinnie, Margaret and Lorraine, working with our

amazing hired hand/horticultural expert Steve VanGelder to tidy up the Celebration gardens,
removing leaves (repurposed as mulch) and all the tree branches that fell with the March winds, and
making a plan as to how to best use our human and monetary resources on the large amount of
planted space in the back. Bulbs added last fall --daffodils, crocus, narcissus and grape hyacinth
bloomed and cherry trees were covered in white blossoms. We received and installed a newly
created sign for our “ReWild Garden” which was made possible through the 2023 Gardens Program
Grant from ReWild Long Island.

April was also marked by the loss of an old friend — a massive cherry tree with many rings to its
existence had to be cut down. However, the stump still provides a haven for beneficial insects and its
wood was chipped to provide a cushy and weed-deterring mulch for the open space next to our back
deck. Those wood chips will eventually break down and return to the earth, as Mother Nature
intended.

Ma Y was an exciting month as we watched everything grow and bloom and listened to the
birdsongs. The Long Island Volunteer Center and Garden City Rotary Club helped us with our
garden chores on Rotary Volunteer Day, May 18th. With a grant of $300 from the Rotary, LIVC and
Diana O’Neill, we were able to purchase mulch and native plants to add to the John Bell sculpture
garden, including my favorite, Scarlett Bee Balm, and my new favorite, Blue-Eyed Grass. Six
volunteers helped our group of four to weed and plant. It was so much fun to share our love of
nature and gardening with the dedicated and hard-working women of the Rotary.

June revealed elegant white-flowered Foxglove Beardstongue, sunshine yellow Evening Primrose,
pretty pink Rosa Carolina, and a profusion of orange daylilies! We planted donated hostas in the
areas that are mostly shade with poor soil. They are not officially “native” however, as Vinnie says,
once something has been around long enough, it becomes “native”. Hostas do produce beautiful
blossoms that the bees love. Steve returned to help with weeding and mulching. Maggie and
Samantha from ReWild arrived armed with plant tags to identify and label the plantings so now
everyone will know what’s in the garden (and not have to wait to ask Stacy, Vinnie and Lorraine.)

As we enter the hot, dry days of summer, let’s thank our team of “Water Brigaders” (Stacy,
Margaret, Linda Joe and Lorraine) as well as Mike from AA, for keeping everything watered and

happy.

EHSLI » 38 Old Country Road ¢ Garden City, NY 11530 18
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Thank you to all who have strolled the garden paths and expressed their appreciation of our Native
Gardens, and to the Garden Committee team: Stacy, Jim, Vinnie, Margaret, Linda Joe, Lyn, Anitra
and Lorraine.

HOW TO HELD! we are desperately in need of benches and small outdoor tables for people to
be able to sit and enjoy the various garden areas.

Make a donation to the Celebration Garden by contacting the EHSLI office or Lorraine Agostino.

Join us to help with garden chores. Contact Lorraine to add your name to our list of volunteers.
lorraine @agostinoarts.com

The LI Volunteer Center (and the Rotary Club) helped -
us in the garden on their Volunteer Day SAT MAY 18th
from 10 am to 1 pm. They also donated $300 (100 : it " :
from LIVC, 100 from Rotary, 100 from Diana O’Neill e Y ovs G C;‘EHL BErES A
who runs the LIVC) to help us buy plants to put in that & : :

R L
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Member Activities

Founders Day -May 5

Honoring Lorraine Zeller-Agostino

EHSLI ¢ 38 Old Country Road ¢ Garden City, NY 11530 20
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First Annual Year-End Celebration!

Closing Brunch - June 2024

On June 23, 2024, 50 members, many with their spouses, attended our First Annual Year
End Celebration, honoring our present, our history and our future.

With the meeting room transformed into a U shaped design of the tables, which were
covered with bright cheerful colors of pink, green, yellow and purple, and robust hydrangeas,
cheerily displayed on each table, Sue and Ken Feifer, again, made the magic happen.

The event was sponsored by the Board of Trustees, Linda Napoli, (outgoing) Rich
DiCecio, Pat Spencer, William Spencer, Helene Rudin, Elayne Gersten, Richard Koral, Sue Feifer,
Judy Rosemarin, Lorraine Zeller-Agostino (new), Wayne Outten (out of town) and was replete
with delicious food for lunch and dessert.

The program, with Presider Judy Rosemarin, featured four key speakers: Linda Napoli, our
outgoing president, Arthur Dobrin, leader Emeritus, Richard Koral, our current leader of five
years, and Richard DiCecio our newly appointed Board president.

Mel Haber, curated the music and we joyfully sang both songs. “Getting to Know You”
was sung with spontaneous smiles and handshakes to each other, creating a sense of community
and connections which appeared to be enjoyed and deeply felt by members and guests alike.
The room seemed to sparkle.

Our vibrant community, which we are, hope to continue to be, and have been for almost
75 years, was a theme throughout. Each speaker addressed a time in our history where no matter
what happens in the outside world, and regardless of differing opinions, we are a community
with a tremendous capacity to care for each other as we care about the world around us.

According to the buzz from the membership, “We should do this every year,” and so
here's to next year's celebration, but before that, we have much to celebrate, create, and care
about.

So, as this year ends and the new one begins, we can savor the day and make each
subsequent day, a day that counts as we continually live our values as valued members of the
Ethical Humanist Society of Long Island.

Judy Rosemarin

Thank you to everyone who helped make today such a wonderful community gathering.
It takes a lot of hands to make it look easy and you all stepped up for each other. Thanks to Lyn
we have some sweet photographic memories of the day. Many thanks!

Susan Feifer
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Closing Brunch - June 23
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CLOSING BRUNCH: Linda Napoli’s Milestones Speech

Good morning, everyone!

I've been tasked with providing recognition to the people of our community for all of their various
efforts to fulfill the society’s goal of developing a culture of ethical humanism in the broader world.

So to show our appreciation for society members who devote themselves to the life and purpose
of our group, I'm going to be metaphorical. If we think of our society as a body, let's begin with the head,
which is the executive board.

Rich DiCecio is our new president, Susan Feifer is vice president, Helene Rudin is our secretary and
Wayne Outten is the treasurer. Lorraine Agostino has just joined the board for the second time. Our other
board members are Pat Spencer, Judy Rosemarin, Elayne Gersten and William Spencer who we refer to as
Spence. Always feel free to share your thoughts with them. The present members of the board are
involved in additional society activities as well. You are in good hands. All of you: please stand for a round
of applause!

Moving on - To me, Richard Koral, our present clergy leader and Arthur Dobrin, our former clergy
leader represent our heart. They are thoughtful listeners and active creators of supportive groups for all of
us. This dedication to the resilience and growth of our group is priceless and we are grateful.

We have wonderful people who | see as our hands - steady, helping hands!

Lyn Dobrin is responsible for our media outreach whether it's to a broad audience on Facebook or
specifically sharing our activities with the people she knows in the press.

Mel Haber is our talented music maven on Sundays.

Joan Beder is liaison to our tech guy, but more importantly she's always ready to step in when needed and
she too is a great listener!

Linda Joe has been our monthly, now quarterly newsletter editor for a number of years and she deserves
applause for her hard work and attention to detail.

And now, the backbone of our society. There are eleven teams or committees in our ethical
community and they cover the gamut. Some groups meet occasionally as needed, some meet monthly
and some are in constant contact with one another. Their efforts and their work to fulfill their ideas and
make goals a reality are never ending. I'm going to name the chairs of these committees. | believe they
deserve a round of applause:

Jim LoPresti, Ginger Hendler, Lorraine Agostino, Wayne Outten, Judy Rosemarin, Susan Feifer, Pat
Spencer, David Sprintzen and Alice Sprintzen.

Now to the brain and that's in everyone I've mentioned so far as well as the committee members
who take partin ideas and initiatives that are suggested. There is talent and creativity in abundance as well
as dedication to the work, and determination and tenacity in getting things done.

Finally, the unwavering spirit of our members is represented by our groups
and our activities. We discuss everything - politics, literature, poetry, democracy, our
innermost feelings and our dreams. But sometimes we keep quiet and look within
through meditation, tai chi and yoga.

It's a nice balance and it's good to do both, but it's great to belong to a
community like ours where helping ourselves and our society grow and thrive is its
own reward. So thank you to everyone who is involved and if you're not, think about
doing so.

Tai Chi in our garden
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Speakers Planning - June 30
Annual Potluck at Sprintzen Home

Led by Pat Spencer, all members
are encouraged to participate in
the planning for next season'’s
roster of speakers. Your
feedback is essential. Thanks go
to the Sprintzen'’s for hosting
every year!!
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From Our Members:

From Frank Miller-Small
Empathy on the Speedway

A few weeks ago | was playing with my four-year-old granddaughter, Charlotte, in the
kitchen of her Lake City home in northern Florida. As four-year-olds are known to do, she
suddenly switched course from playing bat the balloon to whipping out her scooter, which had
been stored in the closet for months.

The last time I'd seen Charlotte ride the scooter was three months ago, when I'd spent a
week with her at my Sarasota condo. At that time she could barely stay on the scooter, let alone
ride it, falling off after one or two seconds of stepping on it. Nonetheless, apparently
undaunted by her derailments, she picked herself up time and again for another run.

This time, though, was different. She sped back and forth across the large, tiled kitchen
floor with the aplomb of a race car driver, rarely falling off. Then, with challenge in her eyes, she
dared me to race her! And for the next fifteen minutes we raced from one end to the other.
Ready, set, go! Over and over and over.

Now every time she got to the finish spot, she proudly announced, "l won!" Of course,
I'd let her win, sensing that her fragile ego couldn't bear losing. However, | began to feel a bit
saddened by this over emphasis on winning, at age four no less! What were they teaching her
in preschool about winning? Was she getting this from TV? Whatever the source of this value, |
judged it to be misplaced.

So, almost without conscious intention, playacting, | bubbled out, whimpering, "I'm so
sad. | never win. You're just too fast for me."

Well ,no sooner that | said it, we started our next race. Once again she quickly took the
lead , and | figured it would be business as usual, and my feigned sadness would have no
effect on her - she'd be too hellbent on declaring victory. But midstream | couldn't believe my
eyes. Charlotte had slowed down and then came to a complete halt a few feet away from the
finish spot! She smiled over to me and said, "You win , Grandpa! Do you feel better now?"

Yes, | felt a lot better, Charlotte, but for reasons you'll hopefully, only understand many
years from now. | can live in a world where winning is valued but only if empathy also has a
home.

Thank you, Charlotte, for keeping that hope alive.
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About Colloquy: Faith

Arthur Dobrin in his book Spelling God with Two O's asks “How do you maintain your

faith in human possibilities?” This book is the inspiration for the Colloquy he conducts every
Friday at 10:00 am. Each week he selects a different value and he defines the concept and asks
a question such as the one above. We follow important guidelines. Including:

1 Absolute confidentiality. Participants may not discuss what was said by anyone in the
group with anyone not in the group.

2 We share our thoughts and feelings using
quote experts.

Il|ll

statements and do not, for example

3 Participants do not respond to what other members say. One may pass.

4 The Facilitator, Arthur from September to June, calls on each of us in random order
during the first round of responses.

5 After the parable we engage in a second round by raising our hand if we chose.

Getting back to FAITH. “Faith is the expression of hope for something better. Not quite
a belief which is rooted in the mind. Faith is based in the heart. "All that we hold precious rests
upon a faith in people.” Despite the reality of a world with war, brutality and oppression. Faith
in ourselves, faith in human beings from which flows trust and good will. The parable describes
a stranger asking an elderly women why she bothers to plant an orange sapling if she will
never see it bear fruit?

Two weeks ago, FAITH, was the topic of our Colloquy. Arthur described faith as acting
fairly, with honesty, the carrying out of one's commitments. A faith that what good we do (Deed
Before Creed) makes a difference. Some of the group’s responses included citing Anne Frank’s
faith that people are good at heart. Another hoped that there will be a trickle down effect from
her behaviors.

The Colloquy process works. And over time a bond of trust, openness, and comfort with
each other grows. | am constantly impressed with the thoughtful wisdom that is shared in the
group. | hope this interests you enough to want to experience it first hand.

Duffy Spencer and others will have a demonstration during a Platform in August. You
are invited to observe and after the parable you may choose to participate. Arthur and others
take a hiatus during the summer, but there is also a summer colloquy - if you think you would
like the experience, contact the office and Arthur will get back to you.

Rich DiCecio
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THE LOVE OF POETRY

One thing I've loved about our Ethical Society meetings is that a poem is read at
our Sunday meetings. For the past number of years, I've had the gift of choosing the poem
on most occasions and | treasure that opportunity.

So what exactly is the draw of poetry? As someone who has read more novels than
| can count, and read as many poems, it's the poems that | remember most and read again
and again. This is because some poems evoke a feeling in me when | read them whether
it's the first time or the tenth time. Emily Dickinson said, “If | feel physically as if the top of
my head were taken off, | know that is poetry.” And | agree.

There are a number of poetic devices, such as rhyme, imagery, rhythm,
onomatopoeia, etc. These structures do or don’t matter because, when someone writes a
poem, it's because something has touched them deeply. For example:

‘I wandered as lonely as a cloud” - William Wordsworth;

“Death be not proud” - John Donne;

“I sing the body electric” - Walt Whitman;

“‘How do | love thee, let me count the ways” - Elizabeth Barret Browning;

“‘maggie and milly and molly and may went down to the beach(to play one day)” -

e.e. cummings.

It's going to be a long, hot summer. Read some poetry. It’'s cool!!

Linda Napoli
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The Ethical Humanist Society of Long Island is a welcoming home for people who think that
nothing should be more important to people than people. If you value independent thought,
stimulating presentations, a celebration of both science and the arts, the education of youth in the
ideals of humanism, and a community of friends who work to create social change, you will find
what you’re looking for with us

. - Contacts
i ETHIC_AI;H[,JMAN"{ST | - 38 Old Country Road
pe 510%”,1\/\ - | Garden City, NY 11530
— o~ R ORT | B 516-741-7304
www.ehsli.org

Leader: Richard Koral
Office Manager: Tina Keane
office@ehsli.org
Newsletter Editor: Linda Joe

Programs

Sunday morning meetings begin at 11:00 a.m. for approximately one hour. A blend of music,
poetry, meditation and an informative presentation, our Sunday mornings are the centerpiece of our
week. Every talk is recorded. Go to Our Youtube Video Recordings

Colloquy is a time of shared reflection and nurturing. It’s an opportunity for people to meet in a
small group, examine a particular aspect of life, explore and practice self-reflection.

YES (Youth of Ethical Societies) is for teens aged 13 to 18.

Humanists of Long Island is the name of The Ethical Humanist Society of Long Island's chapter
of the American Humanist Association.Find them on Facebook at Humanists of Long Island.

Commemoration Sunday is our first meeting of each new year when we renew our core values of
freedom, justice, dignity and compassion.

Ethical Friends of Children assists more than 2,500 children each year by providing them with
clothing and infant furniture at no cost. Please contact director Jim LoPresti at EFOC @ehsli.org if
you’d like to help.

Affordable Office Space for Rent:

We have great office space available for long term leasing by non-profit organizations. Reasonable
rates. Ample free parking and a short walk from the Nassau County Seat and the Mineola LIRR
train

The Ethical Humanist Society of Long Island is a member society of the American Ethical Union and a
Chapter of the American Humanist Association.
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